
Is Your Property Tallow Tree Free?
Chinese tallow trees are infesting the Lowcountry and are transforming the 

woodlands. Tallow trees have overtaken the native vegetation on Parris Island, where 
workers with a federally-funded project  are struggling to remove them. After 

considerable research on this invasive species, the Dataw Island Conservancy initiated 
a Tallow Tree Removal Program in the summer of 2014. 

This is a voluntary program that relies on each and every property owner to become 
educated on the threat that tallow trees pose to the island’s ecology, and to do their 

part, such as allowing the Conservancy to enter their property to inspect it for the 
presence of tallow trees. (The process for notifying property owners, inspecting 

properties, marking and mapping tallow trees and informing property owners who 
have tallow trees of their options will be described in a series of forthcoming articles 

and emails.) The success of this program depends heavily on the property owner’s 
volition to remove any tallow trees that are found from their land. 

You can make a di�erence!

What does Dataw’s Architectural Review Board 
Have to Say About Tallow Trees?

The Conservancy requested that the ARB amend its Guidelines to prohibit the inclusion 
of Tallow trees in landscape plans for new homes and require the removal of tallow trees 
by builders when they clear a lot for new construction. In response to our request, ARB 

revised the landscaping requirement to prohibit tallow trees in landscaping plans 
submitted for approval.

We also asked the ARB for suspension of the "over 4 inch approval rule" only for tallow 
tree killing and removal. Given that there are, literally, thousands of these trees on Dataw, 

we felt that the �ling of thousands of applications for removal would be an 
overwhelming burden to place on the ARB, the Conservancy, the residents and property 
owners. In June 2015, ARB issued a waiver from having to obtain ARB approval to remove 

tallow trees of any size.


