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Editor’s Letter

I get asked frequently what makes Dataw so
special, and the best I can do to summarize it is
to say “the spirit of Dataw.”
Members at Dataw Island are a very
philanthropic group. Whether reading to
children or picking up trash, lobbying for
conservation and responsible development
or gathering backpacks for the children of
migrant workers or baskets for cancer patients,
it’s nearly impossible to walk a block and not
stumble upon someone doing something
wonderful. Something unselfish. Something “just
because” it seems like the right thing to do.
With caring neighbors and activities galore,
new members also tend to acclimate and
get involved here much faster than I have
experienced in other communities. Why is
this? Again, I can only say “the spirit of our
members.”

The spirit of caring, giving, doing. Not ignoring a
concern but taking action and ownership.

Volunteerism has permeated the culture of
Dataw Island since its inception. Under the
leadership of Bill Cochrane in the 1980s, Dataw
Island was a place that encouraged true
community, both on-island and in the local
community. The tradition continues today.
In the pages of this edition of Lasting
Impressions, you will read about just a small
handful of the many great organizations with
which our members are involved. If you are
new to the Island, I encourage you to browse
the Clubs & Organizations page of our website
or just ask around – as we say, almost every
Club and Organization exists…and if it doesn’t,
start it! Surely, you’ll find others who enjoy the
same.
With warm regards,

Laura Q. McCarthy
Laura Q. McCarthy
Dir. of Marketing &
Communications
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“Sams Cemetery Trees”
Dick Golobic
Photography

COVER CONTEST

Announcement

This month’s cover art is a clever - and beautiful - interpretation of the theme, “The
Spirit of Dataw.” Look closely! That gorgeous oak is the one that graces the Sams
Family Cemetery. Shot by Dick Golobic: thank you for your beautiful contribution!
Would you like YOUR art to be featured in the next edition of Lasting Impressions?
Images will be selected based on how well they meet the theme that month, along
with how well they capture the beauty, history, and charm of Dataw.

FALL THEME:

Natural Beauty

Please submit images at a minimum of 1 mb and a maximum of 10 mb to
datawmarketing@islc.net.
Include your name as you would want it credited. Submitting a piece for inclusion
implies consent for Dataw Marketing to use your image in our marketing materials.
Please note that all submissions will be acknowledged by reply email as “received”
within two business days. If you do not receive a return email confirming your
submission, please call (843) 379-3056.

THANK YOU to our volunteer contributors!!! If you, too, are
interested in contributing to Lasting Impressions, please contact
Laura McCarthy at (843) 379-3056
or at datawmarketing@islc.net.
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Building Character,
One Student at a Time
by Rebecca Sprecher

LEFT: 2017 “JONATHAN PECK SKILLS FOR LIFE” WINNER TYRESE JONES WITH MARILYN PECK. RIGHT: PECK WITH 2018
WINNER KEGAN CROWELL.

Perhaps there is no greater need for volunteer participation in Beaufort County than in our
schools, and the contributions made by residents of Dataw are nothing short of remarkable.
Whether they are continuing a lifetime of experience in teaching or getting involved after moving
here, they share their talents and enthusiasm by mentoring and tutoring at-risk students, lending
financial support for myriad activities, and helping to create a better learning environment,
student by student, year in and year out.
In the case of Marilyn Peck, she and her late husband Jon moved to Beaufort from the Boston
area, where he worked in the prisons with juvenile offenders, and Marilyn managed an adoption
agency for the children of underprivileged mothers. When the Boston University basketball coach
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Mike Jarvis asked him to mentor his players, Jon jumped at the chance, eventually expanding
the program to all of the big schools in New England. Together, Jon and Mike eventually wrote a
book about this mentoring program called Skills For Life: The Fundamentals You Need to Succeed.
It teaches young people the basics of dressing and presenting themselves properly, discussing
character and attitude, communication skills, how to plan, getting along with others, financial
responsibility, and the importance of giving back.
When Jon and Marilyn moved to Dataw in 2004, it didn’t take them long to get involved with
Beaufort High School. Carolina Sportscare owner Mike Kanoza introduced them to the football
coach, Mark Clifford, and Jon began to teach his Skills for Life program both there and at Lady’s
Island Middle School. When Ted Bartlett arrived as Dataw’s General Manager, Marilyn and Jon
approached him about having Beaufort High’s Football Banquet in the Carolina Room, and the
event has been held there every year since. Island residents sponsor players for the banquet,
which covers the cost of their meal. “Dataw’s response has always been fabulous,” says Marilyn.
After Jon passed away in 2015, Marilyn decided to honor his memory by establishing the “Jon
Peck Skills for Life Award,” which is now presented at the annual banquet. “It is a plaque that is
given to the player who has both improved academically, and has taken on the tenets of the
Skills for Life, both in attitude and character,” she says. And you can bet that Eagle football
teams, both now and in the future, will not forget Jon Peck. When the players make their way
from the high school to the stadium for a game, they proceed along Eagle Walk, which contains
quotes from Jon’s book. There
is also a plaque in his memory
on one of the pillars of the
stadium.

ABOVE: DENISE & DOUG OGDEN

When elementary school
teacher Denise Ogden
and her husband, Doug,
moved to Dataw in 1999,
she learned of the Adopt-ASchool program at St. Helena
Elementary after meeting the
program’s co-founder, former
Dataw resident Marge Jarvis.
Together with Earl Dietz (who
himself has a branch of the
local library named in honor
of his support and service),
Marge had organized a pool
of volunteers to tutor students
in reading and math. “Boy,
could Marge ever work a
room and recruit people,”
Denise laughs. “Whether it
was an event here or in town,
she was relentless. Heck, she
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would have walked up to
a warm body on a park
bench and convinced
them to join.”
Denise would eventually
become the Volunteer
Coordinator at the school
in 2001. “These volunteers
were role models for the
kids,” she says. And the
families of these children
are needy, with 100%
of the kids qualifying for
a free breakfast, lunch,
and snack. “Through
our volunteers,” said
Denise, “they learned
that somebody cared
about them as a person,
would praise them,
and would give them
ALISON BARTON AND A TEAM OF “OPERATION BACKPACK” VOLUNTEERS.
encouragement. And
perhaps most importantly, they knew the volunteers would show up when they said they would.”
In 2013, Denise turned over the reins to Alison Barton, who had moved to Dataw from Boston
with her husband, Dan, in 2012. Alison, too, had been a lifelong elementary school teacher.
She learned about the program from her father, who was a volunteer. While still in Boston and
just property owners here, she saw the job posting for Volunteer Coordinator on the DatawNet.
“I was just retiring from teaching,” said Alison, “and this seemed like a perfect fit for me.” They
interviewed her via Skype, and hired her on the spot. “The generosity of Dataw is overwhelming,”
says Alison. “When I recently put out an email to the island about donations for gift cards for
Teacher Appreciation Week, I found my box full of envelopes every day. Some contained money
and no name; it was just an anonymous
gift.”
In addition to tutoring, the volunteers
also chaperone school field trips to Penn
Center, the Star Base at MCAS program,
and Popcorn Fridays, which rewards
students who have done well that week.
They help monitor classrooms during
state testing, and assist with the school’s
book distribution program, where each
child gets to choose a book to take
home.
THE TRICE GRANDKIDS HELPING COLLECT BACKPACKS.
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When people get here,
it’s so incredibly beautiful
and they are so grateful
for how fortunate they’ve
been in life, they just want
to give back.
~ Denise Ogden

But the Adopt-A-School program provides
more than volunteers. Due to generous
contributions every fall from Dataw Island
residents, monies are raised to fund St. Helena
Elementary’s spelling bee, cover the costs
of additional classroom supplies instead of
having the teachers pay for them out of
their salaries, send the entire student body
to Penn Center’s Heritage Days event, and
sponsor the 3rd grade’s trip to the Charleston
Aquarium. And thanks to Adopt-A-School,
over 80 children have received new
backpacks.
“The need is very great here,” said Alison,
“and the families themselves don’t volunteer
because they are getting on a bus at 4:30
in the morning to go to work down on Hilton
Head. They want to help, but they just
can’t.”

So what is it about living on Dataw that seems to foster this spirit of generosity? Is it that folks miss
their children and grandchildren? Is it that they finally have time after a busy career and raising
a family? “I think in the end,” said Denise, “it’s because when people get here, it’s so incredibly
beautiful and they are so grateful for how fortunate they’ve been in life, they just want to give
back.”
All three of these women, Marilyn, Denise and Alison, expressed immense satisfaction at being
wanted and valued by the
students. “I’m always reminded
of what Marge Jarvis used
to say,” commented Denise,
“‘When you look back years
from now, you won’t remember
your golf handicap or the tennis
tournaments you won; but you
will remember the difference you
made in the life of a child.’”
Want to volunteer with the
Adopt-A-School program?
Contact Alison Barton at
alibarton81@gmail.com

EARL DIETZ LIBRARY RECOGNITION.
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by Laura McCarthy
If
swinging a
hammer, working
with your hands, and
making a true impact
on someone’s life sounds
like a great way to spend an
afternoon, you may consider
volunteering with Under One Roof.
Under One Roof assists senior homeowners
living at 80% of the poverty line (or lower)
to remain in their homes in a safe, comfortable,
and familiar environment. To do so, they unite donors
and volunteers to make much-needed home repairs and
improvements.
Among the typical projects are installation of entry ramps,
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bathroom safety features such as walk-in
showers and grab bars, repairing rotted
flooring, roofs, plumbing and electrical
issues, and more. Several years ago,
UOR took on the major repair of a senior
citizen’s home following a fire.
“Staying in your safe environment is very
important to senior citizens, says UOR
volunteer and board member Jane
Griffith. “If you’re in a home with critical
safety issues -- that simply will not work.
Nobody should have to endure such
conditions.”
As a UOR board member, Griffith is
privy to the applications for grants, as
the board must approve requests. “The
recipients are so very grateful. It really is
rewarding to help. Usually another area
agency refers the client to us, such as
Beaufort County Social Services, Untied
Way, Help of Beaufort, and a few others,
when they are unable to assist and we
can hopefully step in and fill a void for
clients who are a good fit.”
Besides income requirements, to be a
good fit a client must be a homeowner
and reside there full time, live in Beaufort
County, and have a need they can
resolve with no more than $1500 in
materials (labor is all volunteer.) Home
visits are also performed to evaluate the
extent of the project prior to the board
voting to approve it. If the needs are in
excess of the limit, UOR founder/director
Richard Drake, a member of the National
Association of Home Builders and a
Certified Aging in Place Specialist, will try
to identify the most critical projects and
recommend a plan to address them in
succession.
Dataw’s Chris Pain (pictured to the
left) has proven he is a very capable
construction volunteer. With a
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background in building, Pain is able to provide expert skilled labor, which can often be the
costliest part of home improvement projects.
Typically, UOR does 8 to 10 large projects a year along with an additional 10 less complicated
ones. UOR strives “to be responsible stewards of our resources and to partner with other
organizations to strengthen our impact in the lives of our local senior citizens.”
Griffith added that another important aspect of volunteering for UOR is making human
connections with the clients and other volunteers.
Founded in 2009, they are a 501c3 non-profit organization, and offer volunteer opportunities
available in: fundraising and events; marketing; office support; repairs and painting; carpentry;
electrical; and, plumbing.
To learn more or to volunteer, visit UnderOneRoofSC.org or call (843) 781-6770.
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“Life is not important except in the
impact it has on other lives.”
							-Jackie Robinson of the Brooklyn Dodgers

Annual “Habitat for Humanity” Resolution Run
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by Laura McCarthy

Dataw cares so much, in fact, that there is even an
organization named “Dataw Cares” to celebrate the spirit of
our community.
Dataw Cares is primarily a social club that by design is
inclusive to ALL members. Not based on a sport or physical
activity, but focused on offering enriching social activities
and mentally stimulating programming, Dataw Cares brings
together members from all walks of life, especially those who
are brand new and those who have been here the longest.
“It’s really important for people to feel connected and part of
the community,” said founder Bob North. “As a member, my
heart broke for some of our longest-tenured residents who were no longer able to get around in the
same manner and participate in activities they used to enjoy. At the same time, as a Realtor, I also
encounter many new members who also feel that same need of making connections.” North went
on to say how much he enjoys seeing new members at age 50 becoming fast friends with members
who may be their parents’ age.
Dataw Cares hosts themed luncheons, lectures ranging from finance to travel, presentations such as
a recent “Birds of Raptor” program complete with flights with wild birds, and off-site outings such as
USCB Center for the Arts performances and a trip to the Santa Elena Museum.
In true Dataw Cares fashion, one recent trip was to Parris Island to support the new Marine graduates,
many of whose family and friends are unable to travel to see them graduate. But there we were – a
Dataw contingency at the ready to salute these young men and women and cheer them on!
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Another mission of the
group is safety. Each year,
lock boxes are made
available for purchase
at a nominal fee, that
allows for Dataw Security
to have easier and faster
entry into your home,
should a medical or other
emergency arise.
Each month, their
board meets to discuss
programming, and each
event has a facilitator that
helps spread the burden
of organizing the group’s
approximately bi-monthly
get-togethers. If you have
ideas for events or would
like to join Dataw Cares,
please contact Bob North
at bobnorth77@gmail.
com.

As you grow older,
you will discover
that you have two
hands, one for
helping yourself,
the other for
helping others.
~ Audrey Hepburn
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The Seeds of Common Ground Were Scattered Decades Ago…

Today, Island Friends Continues
to Grow Colorful Friendships
by Terea Jennings Wainwright
Glasses tinkled, voices mingled. Noisy laughter filled the Tabby Room and Bar. It was 1989, four
years after the grand opening of Dataw Island. Now, this stunning natural garden setting had
come alive with 40+ pioneering residents anxious to get acquainted and build a lively community.
One newly-minted owner, Ann Ballantyne, had an idea that was practically guaranteed to push
the social mission forward. Inspired by the welcome program of the Parish Church of Saint Helena,
Ann suggested a random drawing of Dataw residents’ names annually for placing in groups.
The groups would meet monthly, rotating member house to house, for a cocktail hour or two. An
easy, relaxed approach was suggested – drinks and light appetizers. And, focus would remain on
getting to know each other.
Even then, choices here were plentiful and many folks’ paths never crossed – tennis, boating, golf
– one 18-hole course soon to become two. Pool and clubhouse, gardening plots and much more.
Dataw Island was designed as a resort-style community and was fast living up to that promise with
more features added or planned every year. Meanwhile, ISLAND FRIENDS became a conduit for
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people who might never meet otherwise.
People loved it. Maybe a little too much! Crowds,
spirited libations and riotous name drawings in the
Tabby room/bar soon gave way to a group of five
women who met once a year to do the drawings
and hand-deliver the groups’ assignment lists. No
Internet or “DatawNet” was there to ease the way.
But no one cared. Enthusiasm persisted, then and
now.
Hot hands and clever minds bred success! Arguably,
ISLAND FRIENDS is the oldest most successful “Club
within the Club” on Dataw Island, For 2018, the club
proudly organized:
25 groups
224 households
417 participants including 31 singles
Dataw Island is often described as “the friendliest
island around.” Island Friends has expanded its
“meet and greet” options, also. Now people are
hosting dinner parties, game nights, costume parties,
boat excursions and themed events. Hosts can do
what they want, and anything goes. Well, most
anything. Nude boating plus picnicking off-island
hasn’t become a “thing” yet, but who knows…
Bare brunch anyone?
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BEHIND THE SCENES – WHO RUNS THE PROGRAM
Founder Ann Ballantyne passed the baton to
Micki Pogachnick. She most ably managed the
administration and annual group assignments
for 11 years as Island Friends steadily grew.
Don and Elizabeth “Dutchy” Lewis moved here
in 2007 and jointly took over the management
in 2008. When asked why the groups continue
to grow and prosper, she said, “You, the
residents, are the people whose enthusiasm
continues to make Island Friends happy and
successful.”
The founder and managers all still live on Dataw
Island.
Dutchy (Elizabeth) Lewis can be reached at
Dutchylewis45@yahoo.com.
HOW TO GET IN
The rules are simple. No more than 20 members
are included in each group at the drawing.
But once each group meets, they can make
their own plans, including inviting guests for an
evening (with the host’s approval). Don checks
the lists against previous years to be certain

Island Friends

that you have not been assigned with the same
members for the last two years.
Each year, Dutchy sends out an email to all
residents in January asking those who are not
on her list but want to take part to please reply.
If you were members the previous year and
don’t want to drop out, you do nothing. You
are already in the system.
If you have never joined or have skipped a
year or more, please send an email to Dutchy
(before the deadline!) with your information.
She and Don will include you when they carry
out the drawing.
Once drawn, they email each group’s list
to the members along with the name of the
March host – someone who has graciously
volunteered to host the first event and oversee
choosing of hosting months by the other
members. Usually you select your hosting month
at the first event.
Also, the first host will announce the date, time
and theme or plan for the first event. Usually,
they will give you the choice of what to bring,
by category. That’s it. Off you go…with your
dish, whether you cook it or buy it. Really.
If you must cancel the hosting month
you’ve selected, one solution is to
co-host an evening with someone
who is scheduled for a future month.
Problem solved, and the host will love
you for it.
Can you ever have too many friends?
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Where we volunteer...

Based on a recent survey of Dataw Members, more than 200 organizations
for which members volunteer locally were identified. Not sure where you
want to start? Ask a neighbor or send out a DatawNet request - you might
be surprised at the variety of options available!
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Ch ch ch changes!

As anyone who has been watching the sales
figures can attest, big things are happening on
Dataw Island!
Traditionally, we expect to be busy with real
estate transactions and visits in the spring, and
then … crickets. (Not the hop around, busy,
active crickets – crickets as in it is so quiet you
can hear a cricket.)

However, I am glad to report that this year we
are seeing increased interest in Dataw Island
and an increased volume of real estate activity.
First quarter sales were up in number from 12
to 32 YOY (two years ago we had 22 closings
in Q1.) Add in the new home contracts, and
the number is even higher. Days on market is
also down significantly to 258 the current 12
months from 362 the prior 12 months, bringing
our absorption rate from almost 24 months to just
over 12 months.
Showings from “non-duty and non-resident
agents” are up 79% year to date over two
years ago. (There are no available tracking
mechanisms for showings by duty agents
or resident agents, as they use stickers or
transponders for ease and expediency of
showing the island; however, they, too, have
been very busy.)
Along with robust sales activity on Dataw have

“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed, citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever has.”
				~ Margaret Mead
also come some changes in the local real estate
market. Most notably, Lowcountry Real Estate
has expanded their presence with the opening
of an “islands” branch, located on Highway 21
in Frogmore. This should bring some excellent
exposure for Lowcountry, and Dataw Island has
a nice presence in this new cottage-style office.
Once they erect signage, we hope that they will
generate some great foot traffic from the many
visitors to Fripp and Hunting islands.
With the opening of this office, Lowcountry
Real Estate will no longer be assisting in the
staffing of the Dataw Island Sales Center. After
much consideration, management, along with
the boards and Marketing Committee chairs,
decided that the best route forward at this
juncture is to continue with our existing partners
in the Joint Marketing Agreement (JMA), ERA
Evergreen and Logan Homes.
ERA has been performing impressively on Dataw
for some time. They were our primary partner
exclusively up until five years ago, when their
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then-shrinking sales force and our increasing
number of leads lead to concern about if
the small team could adequately “work”
all the leads. However, with the advent of
sophisticated sales technology and a strong
– and growing – team, ERA will again be the
primary real estate agency.
Considered during the negotiations were
several conditions, including:
• The agency we partner with must have
enough highly-qualified agents to handle the
quantity of leads, and with a succession plan
in mind
• The importance of proper training (on
Dataw specifically as well as sales in general)
• Leads MUST be tracked properly, and
progress recorded:
o Measure marketing ROI
o Know that prospects are being properly
followed up with
o The 1/4% commission owed Dataw for
leads sold off-island must be tracked and
collected
• Perform educational/networking amongst
local/regional Realtors
ERA Evergreen has committed to expanding
their sales force with highly-trained agents,
and has recently hired a Northern Beaufort
County Sales Manager who is dedicated
to recruitment, training, and best practices.
They have also committed that every Datawproduced lead will be entered into their
parent-company’s proprietary CRM (customer

relationship management software), Zap,
which not only allows us to track ROI, it also
has a sophisticated alert system that notifies
agents when a lead becomes “warm” or
“hot” – providing such information as which
houses a prospect is viewing online, how many
times they have viewed it, and even if they
are viewing other cities or neighborhoods.
Dataw Marketing will be gaining admin access
to this CRM, and each of the duty agents
will be required to enter their leads daily. The
Zap system is designed for lead nurturing and
will not replace, but complement, Dataw’s
own CRM and marketing, lead nurturing, and
tracking efforts.
Zap also helps identify if a Dataw prospect
decides to purchase out-of-market and allows
the Realtor the ability to refer the sale to
another agent (collecting a referral fee for both
them and us) or if local but off-island, they will
be able to easily attribute the lead and give
Dataw their due ¼%.
Further, the Evergreen team extends to South of
Savannah; we are developing an educational
presentation about Dataw to deliver to their
75 agents throughout the Lowcountry and
Savannah in order to familiarize them with
Dataw and encourage referrals.
We will also be holding regularly-scheduled
training meetings with the team and bringing
in on-island specialists to present (a la a “mini
Dataw Academy.”)
We look forward to welcoming some additional
ERA agents to the team, and continuing to
work with our existing team!

WHAT IS THE JMA?
The JMA is the “Joint Marketing Agreement” between DIC, DIOA, and the preferred agencies
of ERA Evergreen and Logan Homes. Renewable annually, the contract does allow for a 90-day
cancellation as well detailing other qualifications and performance requirements, such as office
hours, decorum, entering of leads in a timely manner and more. Agents are selected by their
Broker or Principle, and Dataw has the right of refusal of any agents not adequately trained or
not performing to standards.
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Having friends or family visit this Summer?
Here are some great events to enjoy together!

42nd Spoleto Festival USA
May 25 - June 10

For 17 days and nights each spring, Spoleto Festival USA fills Charleston, South Carolina’s historic theaters,
churches, and outdoor spaces with performances by renowned artists as well as emerging performers
in opera; theater; dance; and chamber, symphonic, choral, and jazz music. Now approaching its 42nd
season, Spoleto Festival USA is internationally recognized as America’s premier performing arts festival.
spoletousa.org

76th Hampton County Watermelon Festival
June 15 - June 24

Hampton County is the home of the world’s original
Watermelon Festival. Since 1939, the Hampton
County Watermelon Festival has grown to become
South Carolina’s oldest continuing festival. From the
beginning, it has been a celebration of, for, and by
the people of this friendly Lowcountry County, timed
to the melon harvest every summer.
www.hcmelonfest.org/

Dataw Splash!

June 22 - June 24
SPLASH into summer competitive tennis at the
Dataw Island Club Tennis Facility! Tennis is a very
exciting spectator sport - we welcome you to join
Dataw Splash to kick off the summer! To top it all off
- admission is free, and guests are welcome!
Interested in competing?
Register online: http://bit.ly/2pUP9eU
USTA number: 700070918
Players must register by Saturday, June 17.
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Shark Tooth Frenzy

June 16, 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Bring your entire family out for some exciting and safe fun
at the Port Royal Beach and of course kids are FREE! We will
have sharks teeth of all species and sizes hidden in the water
waiting to be found so don’t miss out and purchase your
tickets now!
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
shark-tooth-frenzy-tickets-44454963994

Dragonboat Beaufort Race Day
June 23, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Join your friends at one of the Lowcountry’s signature events, Dragonboat Beaufort’s annual race day,
June 23rd, 2018 at Henry C. Chambers Waterfront Park on the river. Start putting your teams together and
planning those t-shirts for all of the competition and camaraderie! The event supports cancer patients,
survivors and supporters in Beaufort County. Check www.dragonboat-raceday.com for updates and
register your team today. Paddles up!
www.dragonboat-raceday.com

Beaufort Water Festival
Arts & Crafts Market
July 13 - July 22

For over 60 years , the
Beaufort Water Festival has
been celebrating the local
traditions of water, sports,
and entertainment. With a
new theme and a different
Commodore every year, the
10 day festival takes place
like clockwork in mid-July at
downtown Beaufort’s Henry
C. Chambers Waterfront
Park. Amazing waterskiing
shows, dances, concerts, Shag dancing, a teen
dance, sporting, and many other events take
place at The Beaufort Water Festival with more
than 400 dedicated volunteers banding together
to bring the events to approximately 50,000
attendees who converge on Beaufort from all
over the southeast, and the rest of the U.S.
www.bftwaterfestival.com
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