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Last quarter, I announced that the theme of 
this edition was going to be “volunteerism.” Silly 
me, thinking we could possibly capture all of the 
island’s community service projects and groups, 
philanthropic ventures, volunteering and fundraising 
in the pages of one small magazine; clearly, it 
would take an encycolpedic collection. (A - Adopt-
A-Highway, Adopt-A-School, Alzheimer’s Respite & 
Resource, American Cancer Society... B - Beaufort 
Library Foundation, Beaufort Marine Institute, 
Beaufort Memorial Hospital... and this is just a partial 
list of “A” and “B”!)

So, rather than casting too wide a net and missing 
some groups, this edition of Lasting Impressions 
instead focuses on just one of the aspects of the 
volunteer work being done on Dataw Island, and 
that is supporting our veterans. About 14 years ago 
Col. Glenn Blackburn began the hugely-popular 
golf classic for veterans organizations. Since then, 
and with the support of countless other members, 
the annual event has grown into a week-long series. 
From that, other spin-offs like Chris Fearn traveling 
the world to coach the Simpson Cup (a Ryder Cup-
style event in which wounded servicemen from 

England and the US compete) and support of local 
programs like the Adaptive Golf Program have 
made impacts far and wide. 

It truly is a blessing to be part of a community that 
cares so deeply about helping others. I hope you 
enjoy reading in the following pages about a few 
of the things Dataw Members are doing. The stories 
feature photos from this year’s events, for which I’d 
like to thank Mr. Al Sears and Holly Mason for their 
help. 

Thanks again to all who supported the efforts! 
Whether you quilted for the Quilt of Valor, pledged 
to the Golf Marathon, showed up to support the 
March & Rally, spent countless hours organizing 
events and chasing down 
speakers -- and especially if 
served our country -- thank you 
all! 

Laura Q. McCarthy
Laura Q. McCarthy 
Marketing & Communications
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      COVER CONTEST Announcement
Would you like YOUR art to be featured in the next edition of Lasting Impressions? 
Each quarter, we will announce a theme and accept submissions for member art to 
be featured.  

Images will be selected based on how well they meet the theme that month, along 
with how well they capture the beauty, history, and charm of Dataw. 

SPRING THEME:  Gardens
Please submit images at a minimum of 1 mb and a maximum of 10 mb to 
datawmarketing@islc.net. 

Include your name as you would want it credited, as well as the name of your dog. 
Submitting a piece for inclusion implies consent for Dataw Marketing to use your 
image in our marketing materials. 

Please note that all submissions will be acknowledged by reply email as “received” 
within two business days. If you do not receive a return email confirming your 
submission, please call (843) 379-3056.

on the cover...
“Flag Brigade”
Color Photograph

Interested in contributing to Lasting Impressions?  
Please contact Laura McCarthy at (843) 379-3056 

or at datawmarketing@islc.net.
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guestBartenders
The week-long Veterans Celebration kicked off Saturday 
night with guest bartenders at Sweetgrass. Featured 
bartenders included: Hoppy Hopkins, Jim Morrissey, Tom 
Korey, Chris Fearn and Wells Morrison. 
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Volunteers gathered early Sunday morning to line the 
streets of Dataw with flags. The group painstakingly 
placed 3,500 flags along 2.5 miles of roadways on the 
island to usher in their honored guests. 

Flag Brigade
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According to Federal flag laws 
and regulations, the flag should be 
displayed from sunrise to sunset (unless 
there’s inclement weather). That said, 
for patriotic effect, the flag may be 
displayed 24 hours a day as long as it’s 
“properly illuminated” while it’s dark out.

Did you know... 
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Golf 
Marathon

Did you play a round of golf over the Veteran’s Day holiday? While you were taking a few swings 
on the practice range, one Dataw Island Teaching Professional was golfing nonstop starting 
before dawn and playing until sundown, all in the name of veteran’s charities. He completed an 
ASTOUNDING 219 holes of golf in ONE DAY to raise money for wounded veterans.

Chris Fearn, Assistant Golf Pro at Dataw Island (located in Beaufort, SC), for the fourth year 
embarked on his now-annual Military Golf Marathon, where he hoped to complete at least 200 
holes of golf in one day to raise more than $30,000 for veterans and the On Course Foundation 
USA.  Last year, running from shot to shot, he was able to complete 191 holes, which is equivalent 
to playing 10 ½ rounds of golf, raising $28,500 for veterans. He passed his goal by an entire round 
of golf, completing 219 holes, including four eagles and 26 birdies. With supporters pledging per-
hole (as well as per-birdie and per-eagle), it was especially important to Fearn that he got in as 
many holes as humanly possible.  

Chris Fearn



Golf 
Marathon
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“Last year was great,” says Fearn, “But this year I wanted it to be even better!”

Fearn first got a taste for helping veterans four years ago during his first Veterans Day Week 
at Dataw Island, a community which is home to many veterans and that is supportive of very 
many more through various projects and events. Since then, his passion has grown, as has his 
involvement.  

“The first Veteran’s Day Tournament that I witnessed at Dataw was one of the greatest things that 
I have ever been part of. The experience of playing with a disabled veteran is very humbling and 
it inspired me to want to do more; to help more.”  

For the last three years, Fearn has been selected to coach the American Simpson Cup team, an 
annual Ryder Cup-style tournament between teams of 12 injured servicemen and veterans from 
the USA and their British counterparts.  

Benefitting 
Injured 

Veterarns
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“These men and women sacrifice so much for this country and the least we can do is -- do 
whatever we can to help in any way,” says Fearn, “Whether that is donating to a good cause or 
just simply being there for a veteran and telling them ‘Thank you’ for their service and sacrifice.” 

Dataw Island Director of Golf, Dave Britton, is proud of his members and staff, saying “The support 
that the entire Dataw community has given the Veteran’s Golf Classic, the Golf Marathon, and all 
the veteran’s organizations over the years has been unbelievable.”  

Many Dataw residents are veterans, and, many are golfers – but this is an event supported by 
so many people who are neither veterans or golfers, or even members; they are citizens who 
appreciate and honor the sacrifices made by our service people.   

Britton adds, “It is a great honor to be involved as part of a community that has such a great 
heart for supporting our military.” 

Fearn teed off at 4:00 am using glow-in-the-dark balls and accompanied by an entourage of 
Dataw Club members and veterans armed only with flashlights and smiles, and played until dusk.
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March & Rally

On Tuesday, a full day of veterans appreciation began early with the traditional Annual 
March and Rally. The Beaufort High School JROTC Color Guard lead a battalion of about 100 
resident veterans and some guests in a march and raising of the colors, and the Dataw singing 
group, the Harbormasters, led by Tim McGrath, treated the crowd with majestic renditions 
of patriotic songs, including each of the armed service songs from each military branch: 
“Anchors Aweigh” for the U.S. Navy, “The Caissons Go Rolling Along” for the U.S. Army, “The 
Wild Blue Yonder” for the U.S. Air Force, “The Marines’ Hymn” for the U.S. Marine Corps and 
“Semper Paratus” for the U.S. Coast Guard. The crowd also enjoyed guest appearances by a 
motorcycle veteran group and a flyover. 
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Following the March and Rally, a golf tournament for veterans of all ages and their 
supporters teed off on both of the Dataw Island Golf Courses, Morgan River and Cotton 
Dike. The Veterans Golf Classic supports Tee it Up for the Troops, which has beneficiaries 
such as the Fischer House which builds comfort homes in V.A. and medical centers 
enabling family members to be close to their injured sons and daughters, which saves 
them thousands of dollars a month in lodging, travel and food costs. They also support 
the Gary Sinise Foundation, the On Course Foundation, the Simpson Cup, and the Warrior 
Canine Connection, to name just a few. 

Veterans Golf Classic
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Luncheon & Guests of Honor



After a fun round of 
golf, bagpipers ushered 
attendees into a luncheon 
in the Carolina Room to 
celebrate the service and 
sacrifice of many men 
and women. The guests of 
honor were Ret. Air Force 
Staff Sargent Dan Acosta 
and ICO Retired Major 
Jeffrey Houston. (Houston 
was the keynote speaker 
and Acosta attended as 
a representative from Tee 
it for the Troops.

Luncheon & Guests of Honor



Veterans Breakfast
Last but certainly not least, the Dataw Island Veteran of the Year was named at a special 
breakfast on Thursday9 morning. Guests also heard from guest speaker Wells Morrison, 
Dataw Island’s outgoing Director of Security who was the Field Supervisor in charge of the 
9/11 investigation in Southwestern Pennsylvania. 
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Dataw Island 
honors one  
v e t e r a n s 
each year 
with  the 

naming of the Dataw Island Veteran of the Year. 
This year was particular moving, as the Veteran 
of the Year was named in memoriam to a very 
special Veteran, Jack Cummings.

Cummings’ service to the military as well as 
the community at large was recognized at 
a ceremony as part of the annual Veterans 
Breakfast. In addition to being recognized by 
adults as a great friend, many area children get 
a special twinkle in their eye as they see the man 
who served as Santa Claus for military children.  
Especially, the one child that was selected to ride 
on Santa’s motorcycle to the Christmas luncheon.

Cummings entered the Army in 1968 and spent 
his duty years at the Pentagon. Coming from a 
line of police personnel, after his service, he spent 
almost 30 years in law enforcement, first serving 
on the Capitol Police and then transferring to the 
Washington, DC police.

After retiring in 2000, our honoree and his wife 
moved to Dataw Island, where he quickly 
became involved in Veterans’ causes, initially 
with the Marines’ Toys for Tots program, and also 
helped plan a dinner to honor the Veterans of 
World War II.

About 14 years ago, a Gunnery Sergeant working 
with Toys for Tots made a passing comment that 
it was a shame that nothing was done for the kids 
of deployed Marines, and thus, the Dataw Island 
Santa Claus Luncheon was born. Working with 
Dave Britton, Dataw’s Director of Golf, the event 
is now one of the biggest events of the Dataw 
Christmas season and in all year but one has 
featured Cummings as the jolly ol’ man himself.

Vickie Cummings, Jack’s widow and sometime 
Mrs. Claus and Chief Elf, noted her husband always 
loved this event, sharing the joy of Christmas with 
these children and their families.

The luncheon elves estimate that over the years 
gifts and Christmas cheer have been distributed 
to more than 650 kids, as they sat on Santa’s 
lap, had their picture taken, and thanked Santa 
for the gift they chose from the many donated 
by Dataw’s residents.   Ret. Colonel Peter Buck, 
former Commander of MCAS Beaufort, summed 
it up best at one of the luncheons.  He said, “For 
many of these children, this IS their Christmas.”

For this, and many other reasons, Jack Cummings 
is the 2017 Dataw Island Veteran of the Year.  

VETERAN of the year
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of the year

Jack Cummings
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In November, 2017, we had three closings, all of which were homes, compared 
to eight closings in November of 2016, of which seven were homes. The median 
sales price this November was $185,000 and the average was $225,333; in 2016 the 
median was $309,000 and the average $367,286. 

Year to date, we have had 56 home closings, with a median price of $325,000 and 
average of $335,480. 2016 YTD we had 63 home closings with a median price of 
$342,500 and an average of $393,535. 

There are currently (as of Dec. 1) six houses under contract, 75 houses on the 
market and 77 lots on the market. The homes on market represent 8.64% of our total 
built inventory, which indicates a healthy market. In addition, Logan Homes has five 
homes in progress for clients, two of which are scheduled to close in December; 
they have sold 13 homes on Dataw this year with an average new home sales price 
about 10% higher than the average for resale homes.

Further analysis reveals that in 2017, Villas (Bluff and Fairway) have sold for an 
average of $159,417, Patio homes an average of $287,711, and conventional 
homes are averaging $488,991. In 2017, only one Villa sold and it was sold for 
$229,500. Patio homes sold for an average of $280,735, and Conventional homes for 
an average of $500,741. 

Real Estate Report

Property Lines
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Property Lines
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As you can see, the total number of home sales continues to be strong. Q4 of 2017, 
however, is trending downward with 6 home closings so far, and another 6 under 
contract, so I expect the year to close a little behind. Showings on island, however, 
remain quite busy, so I am hopeful that this lull will soon pass!
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Having friends or family visit for the holidays? 
Here are some great events that you can enjoy together!

8th Annual Christmas Golf Cart 
Parade 
December 9 
5:15 pm

Port Royal’s eighth annual golf cart parade 
will begin at 5:15 p.m. on Dec. 10 at Helena 
Place on Paris Avenue. The parade is open 
to out-of-town golf carts, with trailer parking 
available in the post office parking lot on 
Paris Avenue. 

portroyalgolfcartparade.wordpress.com

Parris Island Band 9th Annual Lowcountry Christmas Concert 
December 9  
7:00 pm

Enjoy the Parris Island Marine Band in 
the 9th Annual Lowcountry Christmas 
Concert at Battery Creek High School. 
An annual favorite, the Parris Island 
Marine Band will again be performing 
a variety of seasonal favorites in the 
main auditorium at the church. 

December Nights & Holiday 
Lights at the Coastal Georgia 
Botanical Gardens 
(Nearby in Savannah) 
Through December 24  
6:00 - 9:00 pm

Savannah's jewel of a Christmas 
returns with over 1,000,000 sparkling 
lights across the Gardens. This walking 
tour allows you to spend your leisure 
visiting various garden areas that are 
illuminated. Visit with Santa Claus 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday and the Coastal Rail Buff's miniature train display. Stop at Mrs. Claus' 
Kitchen for a hot beverage or baked goodies (purchase these items a la carte to support local non-profit 
groups running the kitchen). The display is weather-dependent, as rain causes the lights to trip breakers. 
Therefore, watch the weather report and plan your visit for a nice evening, whether on a weeknight or 
weekend. Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for children ages 3-12, and children under 3 are free. Thursday 
nights are family night with ages 4 and up only $5. The final day of the event is Sunday, December 24, 2017. 
The Gardens is always closed December 25 through January 1.
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Winter  Fun ~ Calendar of Events
The Beaufort Symphony Orchestra: In The Mood For The Holidays 
December 14 
7:30 pm,17- 4:00 pm

Hear the Nutracker Suite and Holiday Pops. Tickets may be purchased on the Beaufort Symphony 
Orchestra’s website at BeaufortOrchestra.org. 

Beaufort Railroaders Christmas Exhibit 
December 12 - 16 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Model trains are returning to the Beaufort Branch 
Library for the 25th year as the Beaufort Railroaders 
are bringing big city and small town scenes to life at 
this year’s holiday display. See vintage Lionel and 
American High Flyer model trains traverse around and 
through small town scenery including neighborhood 
baseball fields, storefronts, churches and train depots, 
complete with vintage model cars on old fashioned 
city streets. The train show is a local Christmas tradition, 
and has been enjoyed over the years by thousands 
who appreciate detailed modeling, action, lights, 
color, fun and nostalgia. 

National Wreaths Across America Day 
December 16

Remember, Honor and Teach: join in the 
wreath-laying ceremony at the Beaufort 
National Cemetery. Help place wreaths 
on veteran gravestones or donate to help 
purchase wreaths. 

wreath.fastport.com 

Hilton Head - Pilobus Dance 
January 12 - 13 
8:00 pm

Pilobolus is a thrilling American modern dance company that launched 
in 1971. This creative group of acrobatic dancers has performed over 100 
choreographic works in more than 64 countries around the world, and has 
been featured on the Oscars, The Oprah Winfrey Show and Late Night 
with Conan O’Brien. A legacy of movement and magic!

Suited for all ages. Tickets are $61. 

http://www.artshhi.com/performance-shows/pilobolus-dance 
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Winter  Fun ~ Calendar of Events 
Met Opera Live in HD; Puccini’s Tosca at USCB
January 27 
1:00 pm

Rivaling the splendor of Franco Zeffirelli’s set and costumes of the Napoleonic era, Sir David McVicar’s 
ravishing new production offers a splendid backdrop for two extraordinary sopranos sharing the title role 
of the jealous prima donna: Sonya Yoncheva (pictured above in La Traviata) and Anna Netrebko. Vittorio 
Grigolo and Marcelo Álvarez alternate in the role of Tosca’s revolutionary artist lover Cavaradossi, with Bryn 
Terfel, Michael Volle, and Željko Lučić as the depraved police chief Scarpia. Andris Nelsons conducts.

 www.uscbcenterforthearts.com

Beaufort International 
Film Festival 

February 21 - 25

Visit the website early and 
often to see the full line 

up for the twelth annual 
Beaufort Film Festival.

beaufortfilmfestival.com 

11th Annual Hilton Head Island Seafood Festival  
February 19 - 25

The Hilton Head Island Seafood Festival is a family friendly, 
week-long culinary and cultural tourism event, where top 
chefs, mixologists, sommeliers, local seafood, artisans, 
live music and wildlife come together. The 11th annual 
Hilton Head Island Seafood Festival, hosted by the David 
M. Carmines Memorial Foundation, a 501c3 non-profit 
organization helps raise money for other non-profit organizations.

friendsofcarolinehospice.org

SAVE THE DATE:
Bravo Piano! A festival from Bach to Brubeck 
March 8 - 12

“Bravo Piano! A Festival from Bach to Brubeck” hosted by 
the Hilton Head International Piano Competition at the 
Westin Hilton Head Island Resort & Spa, All ints Episcopal 
Church and The Jazz Corner. A variety of performances 
by previous prize winners of the HHIPC, as well as 
renowned artists from both classical and jazz genres, 
educational lectures and more..

hhipc.org


