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Dataw Island HabItat ManageMent Plan . . . guy apicella

As you look around Dataw Island, you may notice that there are fewer areas left in a 
natural state now compared to just a few years ago. This trend means that the remaining 
natural areas are even more important than ever as habitat for the wildlife (e.g., birds, 
butterflies, frogs, and bats) that reflect a southern Low Country plantation community. 
What is the value of native plants and wildlife? They make up the natural beauty and 
historical charm that attracted us to buy property on Dataw Island and enjoy living here.
The Conservancy is fortunate to have Dr. Chris Marsh of the Low Country Institute 
(located on Spring Island) as our advisor on the development and implementation of a 
Habitat Management Plan (HMP). Dr. Marsh met with an-hoc committee comprised 
of representatives of the DIOA Board, DI Garden Club, Dataw Historic Foundation, 
Common Ground Committee, Landscaping Department and the DI Conservancy Board 
to plan an approach and a strategy for Dataw Island’s HMP. The broad cross-section of 
the committee provides a diversity of viewpoints and an inclusive process for building 
the plan.
The foundation of the HMP is expressed in its Vision Statement:

The Dataw Island community is committed to maintaining the beauty and mystique 
of this special place for generations to come by creating and maintaining a habitat 
management plan (HMP) that identifies where native vegetation is to be protected, 
how these areas should be managed on an ongoing basis, and how native plants 
can be used throughout the community to attract birds, butterflies and other 
desirable species of wildlife. 
One of the values of this vision statement is that it shows potential buyers that the 
community has a program that helps protect a person’s long term investment once 
they purchase a home at Dataw. Furthermore, the HMP assures existing residents, 
who bought property when there was a lower housing density than presently, that 
Dataw’s Low Country character will be conserved. The ultimate goal of the HMP 
is to protect the birds, mammals, reptiles and other kinds of wildlife that share the 
island with us, so the community can continue to thrive in harmony with nature.

Dr. Marsh conducted a field survey and wildlife habitat assessment of Dataw Island on 
April 17, 2019. He focused on the Marina Property and the Community Gardens, which 
are the focus of a land use planning study. He stated that the island is a mosaic of natural 
areas such as woods, ponds and thickets interspersed with residential properties, non-
residential buildings, golf courses and other recreational facilities. He observed certain 
desirable birds, such as the painted bunting, are limited to a single natural area rather than 
being present in most of the green spaces. He also pointed out that the natural areas in 
the Marina Property not only provide wildlife habitat but also serve as visual buffers and 
sound (noise) attenuators surrounding the boatyard.
Based on the findings of Dr. Marsh, the Dataw Island Conservancy recommends that 
there be no reduction or loss of natural vegetative areas (e.g., thickets) in the Marina 
Property in the planning scenarios or overlays developed by the land use planner Michael 
Brock, who is consulting to Mr. Ted Bartlett, General Manager of Dataw Island.
The development of the HMP entails identifying natural areas that already provide wildlife 
habitat as well as areas on common grounds and the golf courses where the introduction of 
certain native plants would enhance the inhabitance of desirable wildlife. The installation 
and proper maintenance of bluebird boxes and purple martin houses throughout the 
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Dataw Island Conservancy‘s 
6th DAtAW ElECtronICs 

rECyClIng DAy!
saturday, May 18, 2019

8:30–10:00 am
Dataw gazebo Parking lot

Your old items will be loaded into 
trucks provided by the dataw Island 

Conservancy and its volunteers. 
there is no charge for this

community service.

WhAt WIll bE ACCEPtED?
Any personal 

computers, laptops, 
CRt monitors, 
LCd monitors, 

CRt televisions, 
printers, hard drives 
and miscellaneous 

electronics (microwaves, 
lamps, cell phones, radios, 
fax machines, typewriters, 

etc.) will be accepted.

  WAnt to Do your oWn run?
You can take your electronics to the 

Beaufort County Public Works at 
140 shanklin Road in Beaufort on 

saturday, May 18, between 9 am—3 pm

QuEstIons?
Contact George Cartledge at 803.873.7352

or george.cartledge@gmail.com 
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Habitat is the natural 
environment of an animal 
or plant; it is also a 
person’s usual or preferred 
surroundings. Dataw Island 

features a mosaic of woods, wetlands, 
gardens, ponds and golf courses, etc. 
that provide habitat to a diversity of 
wildlife. This issue of our newsletter 
covers habitat-related topics ranging 
from the formation of the island’s 
soils to the development of a Habitat 
Management Plan. 
The Eastern bluebird is a desirable 
wildlife species that is nurtured by 
scores of bluebird houses scattered 
around the island.  A Bluebird Box Team 
is forming to engage bird lovers through 
maintaining and monitoring the boxes 
as reported on page  3.  An online system 
for reporting bird sightings, eBird, will 
soon be rolled out to the community as a 
way of sharing bird sighting information 
on a continuous basis (see article on the 
right). An island-specific Ecology Guide 
is being written to provide information 
about the animals and plants that make 
up this eco-system (see article on 
page 3). In keeping with our mission 
to educate, the Conservancy hosted a 
dinner and presentation, “Some Like It 
Hot, But What About Sea Turtles,” by 
Dr. Jeanette Wyneken on May 2nd as 
reported on page 4. 
As the plants are growing and the 
wildlife are reproducing, we may look 
around and marvel at the spectacle of 
nature on display. It is our responsibility 
to preserve this habitat.

the President’s Corner
. . . guy apicella

the Soils of the low Country . . . dave dolan
Many of the transplants (myself included) who have come to the estuary that we call 
home bring with us the expectation that we are moving to within shouting distance of the 
ocean and, therefore, we should expect the soil here to be of a sandy nature. While this 
area was once ocean floor, the dominant soil is not sand, but a combination of sand, silt 
and clay. The stretch of coast which South Carolina and Georgia now occupy was formed 
by the rise and fall of the land, the erosion of mountains to the West (the Appalachians 
and Blue Ridge mountains were once as tall as the Rockies) and the lack of large rivers to 
effectively disgorge sediment into the ocean. This has left us with finely grained material 
that is dominated by clay and silt. You have to remember that the area is bordered by the 
mountains to the west and then divided roughly into the Piedmont area, the Sand Hill 
areas and the coastal estuary. A coastal estuary like ours is found only in South Carolina 
and Georgia. The Piedmont is dominated by clay soils which are finely ground rock 
(that’s where all the brick factories are). The Sand Hills are dominated by sandy soils 
deposited during times when the ocean covered it. If you look at a map of this area, you 
can see that there are only a few large, fast flowing rivers actually crossing our state. We 
do have many bays or inlets of ocean which are called “rivers”, but that is a misnomer. 
So, the small rivers and creeks that move the soil from the eroded mountains, Piedmont 
and Sand Hills, and the decomposing plant material, tend to deposit as sediment in the 
“low country.” This sediment is what the Spartina and cord grass take root in and is the 
reason that we have these large areas of marsh as well as the hammocks.
The clay sediment is why our soil drains poorly. Look at the fairways after a heavy rain 
and watch how quickly they puddle; you don’t see that in sandy areas. The tawny color of 
our shoreline water is due to the heavy tannin content of the sediment from decayed plant 
matter. Hence, you usually have acidic soil above the high tide elevation and highly organic 
pluff mud on the marsh. There are deposits of phosphate and calcium phosphate that were 
deposited here when our area was covered by ocean, but they do not dominate the geography 
of our area. This area once supported a fertilizer industry based on the phosphate deposits. 
In addition to the geological processes that I have summarized, the historical farming and 
more recent construction activities have affected the soils of Dataw Island. So, have your 
soil analyzed and make adjustments to it based on what you want to grow. 

Conservancy to Use ebird to Record bird life on Dataw . . . charlie holbrook

The spring of 2019 has been an active one for the Dataw Island Conservancy. A Habitat 
Management Plan has been initiated and its “. . . ultimate goal is to protect the birds, 
mammals, reptiles and other kinds of wildlife that share the island with us, so the 
community can continue to thrive in harmony with nature . . .”  
In keeping with the Vision Statement of the Habitat Management 
Plan, the Dataw Island Conservancy will discuss at its May 
meeting establishing an account for eBird that will enable 
Dataw residents to record their bird sightings on an ongoing basis. eBird is a project of the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and is supported entirely by grants, sponsors, and donations. 
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology manages eBird.org. Dr. Chris Marsh, Executive Director 
of the Spring Island Trust, recommended that Dataw use eBird as an effective tool to aid in 
habitat management. Anyone can join and share their birding information to a worldwide 
audience. The goal of eBird is to gather the information that individuals and organizations 
contribute “. . . in the form of checklists of birds, archive it, and freely share it to power 
new data-driven approaches to science, conservation, and education.” (eBird website) 
Their goal coincides with the goal of the Dataw Island Habitat Management Plan. The 
eBird site will allow Dataw residents to share their bird information in real time so 
that everyone can see how bird life on the island is progressing. It will help with 
our Christmas Count in December and the Great Backyard Bird Count in February.
Once the Dataw Island Conservancy Board establishes an account, it will be made 
available to everyone on the island. This increased participation on Dataw will help 
protect the natural beauty of our island into the future.

island is also integral to the HPM. Plants 
that attract butterflies and certain kinds of 
birds will also be recommended as well as 
plants that deer leave alone. In addition, 
control of invasive species, such as the 
tallow tree, by the Conservancy’s Tallow 
Tree Removal Program, is crucial to a 
successful HPM.
Once the HMP is developed by the ad 
hoc committee and approved by the 
DIOA Board, it will provide guidance and 
direction for designating the use of land 
on the island.

Habitat Management Plan
(Continued from page 1)
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Monitoring blue bird nesting boxes
. . . herb stackhouse

There are many bluebird nesting boxes on Dataw 
Island. They can be seen near the golf courses, 
the butterfly garden and on private property. Of 
these, thirteen were placed by the Dataw Island 
Conservancy.
The Conservancy is presently implementing a plan to 
map, monitor and repair their existing boxes. We are 
also developing a bluebird box team to consolidate 
the efforts of those who monitor and maintain the 
bluebird boxes on the golf course, common ground  
as well on residential property. A comprehensive 
program will help safeguard the Eastern bluebird 
(see photo) population and increase sightings of this 
beautiful bird on Dataw Island.
Monitoring has two primary functions: checking for problems and hazards, and recording 
the progress of the bluebird nest. Monitoring should be done by everyone with a bluebird 
box on their property as well as volunteers who live near one or more of the bluebird 
boxes on common ground or the golf course.
The box should be cleaned out in the early spring to be ready for the upcoming breeding 
season. It should be checked once a week to be sure that no undesirable competitors 
are present. Look for ants, parasites and wasps. A predator guard is helpful to keep out 
raccoons, cats and snakes.
Monitoring can be a quick process that only takes a minute or two. Bluebirds are very 
accepting of human presence and will not abandon a nest because of monitoring. 
Bluebirds do not have a good sense of smell so there is no problem with human scent. 

Continued Support to St. 
Helena Environmental Library 
The DI Conservancy helped Beaufort 
County establish an Environmental 
Library at the St. Helena Branch Library 
in 2017 to honor past Board member Earl 
Dietz.  Earl, in addition to being one of the 
original Conservancy Board members, 
was an active supporter of the Beaufort 
County library system. 
The Conservancy continues to support 
the Environmental Library and the Master 
Naturalist trained library staff member 
who conducts nature-related programs for 
County residents. 

DataW eCOlOgY gUIDe COMIng SOOn! . . . john colgan

How can you tell an anole from a skink? How can you tell if a snake is harmless or 
poisonous? What is strand feeding and who does it? How fast can an alligator run? The 
answers to these and other questions about Dataw Island’s fascinating wildlife and natural 
phenomena is contained in the soon-to-be-published Dataw Island Ecology Guide!
This DI Conservancy project provides us all with a complete, colorful compendium 
of information about the many varieties of the animal and plant kingdoms living on, 
under and around Dataw Island. Sooner or later, we are bound to come into contact with 
these creatures and the more we  know about them and the contribution each makes to 
the natural order, the better chance we will have to properly interact and share in the 
wonder of nature. The Ecology Guide will serve as a reference document for the Habitat 
Management Plan, which is also under development (see accompanying article on page 1).
The Ecology Guide will include lists of plants that attract butterflies and certain kinds of 
birds, lists of native flowering plants that thrive in your garden but deer leave alone, plus  
lists of invasive plants that interfere with the ecological balance of the island, and much, 
much more. 
An old proverb states that “We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it 
from our children.” The Conservancy shares that belief and has set its goals as follows: 
1) To conserve the natural environment of Dataw Island which is so attractive to visitors and 
residents alike and so necessary to maintain biodiversity. Biodiversity ensures that the variety 
of plants and animals are maintained in the environment such that no species are lost.
2) To maintain ecological balance. Ecological balance is very important because all life is 
supported by this balance. 
We know that you will enjoy reading and deriving great benefit from the Ecology Guide. 
When it is ready later this year (we will let you know when!) it will be posted to the 
Conservancy webpage on the Island website: www.dataw.com. Happy reading!  

However, it is best to monitor when the 
male and female are not present, so a 
whistle or call-out before approaching the 
box is helpful. Once nesting, laying and 
hatching have occurred, care should be 
taken when opening the box as this could 
cause the hatchlings to fledge too early. 
After each brood of babies has fledged, 
the box should be cleaned out as bluebirds 
do not usually reuse a nest. Typically in 
South Carolina, they produce three broods 
of 3-6 young from March to August.
As recommended by bluebird societies, 
our monitors will keep an observation 
log form to record such things as when 
the bluebirds start building the nest, lay 
their eggs, hatch and fledge the young. A 
log form will be distributed to members 
of the bluebird box team to standardize 
the information collected during the 
monitoring.
For more information about bluebirds 
and their nesting boxes, go online to the 
South Carolina Bluebird Society website: 
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org. If 
you are interested in joining the Dataw 
Island bluebird box team, contact Herb 
Stackhouse or Larry Haskell.

(February 2018) DI Conservancy president Guy 
Apicella presenting a check to Ray McBride, 
Director of the Beaufort County Library, along with 
(left to right), Conservancy Board members George 
Cartledge, Herb Stackhouse, and Dave Dolan.



Please support the Dataw Island Conservancy and our
efforts to make our beautiful island even more beautiful!

The Conservancy’s mission is to assist in the preservation of Dataw Island’s environmental 
character by attempting to permanently conserve, maintain and manage the natural areas 

and habitats of the Island and its surrounds; and encourage an appreciation of, and 
interest in, the Island’s natural resources by the residents of Dataw Island.

If you already are a 2019 supporter, we thank you. Your support allows our band of
volunteers to expand programs to enhance this special place we call home.

Not a supporter? Why don’t you join us and become a supporter?
____YES, I would like to support your efforts and become a supporter! 

enclosed is a check for $50 (made out to the dataw Island Conservancy). ALL donAtIons ARe tAx-deduCtIBLe.
Want to help us more? Check below and we will call you to talk!

____Yes, I am interested in joining you. Call me and we can talk about possible ways I can help.

nAMe: ______________________________________________________        Phone:________________________________        

AddRess_______________________________________________         e-MAIL_____________________________________

drop Membership form off to George Cartledge’s message box at 1048 Curisha Point south.
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Conservancy, dataw Island, south Carolina

datawconservancy@islc.net
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Dataw Residents and Beaufort High Students Enjoy Sea Turtle Presentation 
. . . charlie holbrook

On Thursday evening, May 2, 2019, a crowd of 90 Dataw residents and Beaufort High 
School students enjoyed a talk by Dr. Jeanette Wyneken on the impact of temperature 
fluctuations on Sea Turtle hatchlings. Dr. Wyneken was a colleague of Dr. Alex Marsh, 
a founding member of the Dataw Island Conservancy, at Florida Atlantic University. As 
one of the purposes of the Dataw Island Conservancy is education, the students attended 
the dinner and presentation as guests of the Conservancy. The Beaufort High students, 
who are members of Dr. Nancy Ungvarsky’s Advanced Placement Biology class, asked 
some very impressive questions during the question period at the end of the presentation.
Dr. Wyneken received her Ph.D. in biology from the University of Illinois and for 
more than 35 years has been studying and teaching about the development, ecology, 
evolution, and conservation of sea turtles. Of particular interest to Dr. Wyneken is how 
rising temperatures caused by climate 
change have been negatively impacting 
the ratio between male and female sea 
turtle hatchlings. In short, Dr. Wyneken's 
research has demonstrated a connection 
between the rising temperatures of the 
sand around sea turtle eggs and the 
number of female and male sea turtles. 
The higher the temperature around the 
eggs in the nest, the higher the proportion 
of female turtles to male turtles. In many 
cases, Dr. Wyneken pointed to ratios that 
approached 99-1 female to male sea turtle 
hatchlings.
At the conclusion of her lecture, Dr. 
Wyneken entertained numerous questions 
from an interested audience. The Dataw 
Island Conservancy would like to thank 
Carla Marsh for inviting the speaker and 
arranging her visit to Dataw.

Dr. Jeanette Wyneken (front center) with members 
of the Beaufort High School Advanced Placement 
Biology class at the Dataw Island Conservancy 
Annual Dinner and Memorial Lecture.

It’s a SnakE!
Is it poisonous? Is it safe?
. . . george cartledge

The snake in the photo above was spotted 
on the road near the causeway, after it fell 
out of a tree. It is a non-venomous rough 
green snake, found statewide. Measuring 
from 22 to 36 inches, these slender, 
long-tailed snakes are uniformly green 
on top, plain yellow or greenish yellow 
underneath. They inhabit forested areas 
and are agile climbers, but also are often 
seen on the ground, and many are killed 
on the roads. A favorite habitat is among 
the foliage of shrubs and small trees 
overhanging streams and lakes, especially 
in the coastal plain.
A rough green snake, when first caught, 
may gape its mouth and expose its black 
interior, but it seldom attempts to bite. 
Spiders, grasshoppers, crickets and insect 
larvae are the principal foods. 
We were able to confirm that it was 
a rough green snake within a day . . . 
something that you can easily do. If you 
find a snake, take a picture and send 
it to LucasG@dnr.sc.gov. Indicate what 
county the snake was found in and add 
other information such as where it was 
seen (tree, bush, water, ground). You 
will get a reply that includes the snakes 
common name and information on normal 
size and its habits and diet.
Snakes play an important role in nature 
and deserve our respect. Thanks for your 
interest in the snakes of South Carolina!

Keep up WIth the ConservanCy!
Our website is located on the Dataw website, under the “Clubs & Organizations” tab 

(located under sports & reC). you will find past newsletters and information about the 
Tallow Tree Removal Project, a key area being worked on by the Conservancy. 


